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Thoughts on what happened in 2018 with Jo Jowett, co-founder of Love Light Romania,

For Love Light Romania 2018 was all about expansion
in many areas of the various projects, the agriculture
program had the addition of two large poly tunnels,
the aim of the growing program is to provide further
employment duties for the Roma teenagers who grow
food for the Sanctuary. Vegetables are provided all
year round and frozen for the winter. Because of the
success of this growing expansion, another poly tunnel
was purchased and established for 2019.
Further progress saw the completion of a new
residential accommodation unit, this comprises of two
bedrooms and a living area for the use of up to eleven
persons. This unit is at the learning center and is used
for activity programs for the service users and
volunteers.
Expansion continued at the learning center with
increased hours and further programs for the after
school education program. This supports the young
people with their school life and the education
program continues to have a successful collaboration
with both the local schools. The biggest success for
the learning center was seeing our first teenager begin
professional school, this was a major turning point for
the Roma project and the community, who now have
a young role model to inspire other young people. We
will see two more teenagers move on to professional
school in 2019.
The Sanctuary residential home carries on providing a
family environment for the residents and also it
continues to be the center of our HIV support
projects.
All the expansion for 2018 showed us how productive
the projects and programs at Love Light Romania are,
providing further developments in following years.

Vision
Love Light Romania is dedicated to
serving marginalized groups in
Romania, in both the field of HIV and
breaking cycles of poverty. Empowering
communities who would otherwise not
have the right to a healthy life,
education or employment.

Mission
To provide material and emotional
support to people with HIV/AIDS and
those who live well below the poverty
line, so that they can have a healthy,
safe and prosperous future.

Method
Through listening to people’s
individual needs, we can provide a
professional plan of action and with
our specially trained team we can
offer high quality service.
By being a voice for those who are
weak and discriminated against, we
ensure that children, young adults,
entire communities do not struggle
alone.

The Sanctuary is a Residential home providing
accommodation, to currently 10 permanent residents. We
have the slogan “We are a family not an Institution”. The
residents are all institutionalized and suffer from HIV. We
offer them the best chance of a normal life that is possible.
Without the Sanctuary there Is a good chance that these
young adults would be living on the street in prostitution, a
life of crime or a premature death. Usually between the
ages of 18-21 young adults have to leave state run
Institutions, this causes problems as the young adults do not
have the correct life skills needed to live a normal existence.
Many of them have varying degrees of mental health
problems. This can be even more dangerous for those who
suffer from Hiv as their health can decline. We also offer
respite care for people whose health has declined. During
their stay they can build up their health and get all their legal
paperwork in order. Our residents have individual tailor
made programs that will help them grow to have a
prosperous life with us, or to leave and live an independent
life. We have programs for our residents to learn to cook
food, take care of their finances, personal hygiene, art
therapy and help them to learn what it is like to be part of a
family.

“We are a family,
not an institution!”

We offer free transport for people to get to
hospitals for health checks. We also transport blood
samples from Medias hospital to Tirgu Mures for
testing. These checkups are vital for people to stay
on in control of their disease. It can help them get
the correct medication which can prolong their life
and also help to stop the spread of HIV. Without this
service there would have been more people in the
Medias area that would have died from Aids and
possibly more new hiv cases diagnosed.

In 2018 we helped 196 individual cases get
access to medicines and medical check-ups.

“We appreciate the special care that is given by Love Light
Romania in helping patients to be present for monitoring,
ARV Therapy and any other medical problems. We believe that the activities of Love Light Romania are very
beneficial to people suffering from Hiv.”
Hiv/Aids regional center, Mures.

Through our experience the
most effective way of breaking
cycles of poverty is through the
children, by giving them an
education and life experiences
that they would not usually be
provided with.

At our purpose-built learning center the
main aim is to stop the children from
abandoning school. The children have the
opportunity to get help with homework,
special needs teaching, learning how to
behave in a class room environment and
recuperating material so that they can
remain in mainstream education. For the
children that are too old and have left school
we teach them basic reading, written and
mathematic skills to help them in life.
We have a teacher who works 5 days a week
with the young people. She helps them with
their home work and anything that they
maybe struggling with at school. We work
very closely with the local school so that we
can collaborate for the children. All the
children are split up into groups depending
on their abilities, special needs or ages.

“If it wasn’t for this program I wouldn’t be
attending Professional School and
training for my future.” Maria

From the learning center we also base our
annual distributions. We provide the
children on our project with the following:
-Winter footwear and clothes parcels.
-Spring/Summer footwear clothes parcels.
-Back to school parcels.
The children are always proud of their new
clothes and are always happy when they get
to attend school, because they are clean and
have all the correct schooling materials.
We launch appeals throughout the year for
the various distributions. Either people
donate the money direct or they make up a
parcel which is transported to Romania on a
Love Light Romania aid run.

The children on the education
project are given a garden area
each year to plant out, care for
and then they take home to
their families what they have
grown. This program not only
helps the children gain
knowledge about growing
vegetables but also it helps
build their confidence and lets
them know that they can
achieve if they try.

There are many more activities that take
place at the Learning Center, such as baking
classes, first aid , arts/crafts and I.T skills.

This year we have increased the
number of poly tunnels enabling our
agriculture program to be more
productive. The program provides
food for the Sanctuary Residential
Home, all year round as well as
harvest for our live stock. This project
helps Love Light Romania to be more
self sustainable. In 2019 a poly tunnel
project will be established in the
garden at the Sanctuary so that the
residents can grow their own
vegetables.

The agriculture program has been such a success
that we have been freezing produce for use
throughout the winter months. This program provides employment for Jacodu Roma teenagers.
Everything that we grow is 100% organic.

Thanks to our friends in Holland we have been able to build up our stock of material for our
sewing initiative that we started full time in 2018. Alexandra and Claudia were taught sewing skills,
which they use to make products that are sold to help provide income for the Jacodu projects.
Currently the sewing initiative is producing curtains, bedding, shopping bags, aprons, table cloths,
place mats and napkins. This has given the girls an opportunity to learn a trade. We also have a
fully equipped new carpentry workshop and have started to make products for our Oak Wood
Furniture line. Using reclaimed wood that has been abandoned in the forest.

Our annual summer activities are mainly aimed at the children on our
education program. The main intention of this program is to reward the
children for their achievements in the previous school year. We have been
putting on summer camps for over 20 years, but in the last 5 years we have
had a dedicated group of volunteers that have not just taken part in the
program but also fundraised for it. All the volunteers that we have on these
summer activities programs do more than just activities, they are role models
and form bonds with the children, they share life experiences and give the
young people courage to work towards a brighter future.

“The volunteers all have
inspirational and life
changing times on these
trips.” Yatin Misty
(Volunteer coordinator)

Every year for the months of
November, December, January and
Febuary we provide a community of
Roma in Albesti, Jud Mures, with
weekly vegtables parcels. We provide
1 parcel for each chid between the
ages of 1 and 14, this ammounted to
152 parcels for this year. This helps
provide the families with much
needed food over the winter period,
which in Romania is very harsh.The
food parcels contain carrots, potatoes
and onions. The parcels are put
together by the residents at the
Sanctuary and distributed with the
help from the Jacodu project,
therefore making this distribution an
alround Love Light Romania team
effort.

Twice a year we hold sponsored events in Romania, the residents
of the Sanctuary are joined by the young people from Jacodu children's project and together with volunteers and visitors participate in fundraising for Love Light Romania.

“We make a living by what
we get. We make a life by
what we give.” ―Winston S.

Churchill

In 2018 we had over 200 shoe boxes’ full of gifts donated
to us. We were able to distribute them to, our residents at
the Sanctuary, all the young people at the Jacodu Roma
project. On Christmas eve we visited the maternity ward
and pediatric unit at our local hospital where we gave
presents to children, as well as providing shoe boxes for
the children affected by Hiv. Thanks to our supporters we
were able to bring the Christmas spirit to many people in
need.

“Nothing is impossible,
the word itself says 'I'm
possible'!”
Audrey Hepburn

Thank you!
If it wasn’t for all the help given to us from our
wonderful supporters then Love Light Romania
wouldn’t be where it is today. Everybody who has
been a part of our journey have helped provide
hope, health and bright futures for so many people.
Therefore on behalf of all the Love Light Romania
family ,we want to say a big Thank you and we look
forward to what the future will bring.

